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COVID19 Event Updates 
Sutherland	Shire	Philatelic	Society:	All	SSPS	meetings	are	at	the	Sutherland	United	Services	

Club	(Club	on	East)	are	CANCELLED	until	further	notice.		

PHILAS	House	and	PHILAS	Auction:	PHILAS	House	and	all	associated	meetings	at	this	venue	

are	CANCELLED	until	further	notice.	The	Open	Day	in	June	is	CANCELLED	and	not	being	

rescheduled	at	this	point.	Auction	136,	scheduled	for	July,	is	CANCELLED	and	not	being	

rescheduled.	The	next	auction	is	planned	for	November,	pending	further	government	advice.			

Gymea	Stamp	and	Coin	Fair:	All	fairs	at	Gymea	Anglican	Church	are	CANCELLED	until	further	

notice.		

	

	

180th Anniversary of the Penny Black 
	

	

First issued on the 6th of May, 1840, the Penny Black celebrates its 180th Anniversary in 

2020. As part of the postal reforms developed by Rowland Hill, the Penny Black was the first 

example of a mass produced stamp that could be used in order to prepay letters. About 68 

million Penny Blacks were printed. Even with the development of stamps, to send a letter you 

still had to go to a post office or receiving houses to send a letter. It took another 12 years for 

Hill, and another postal worker, Anthony Trollope (also a novelist) to develop the idea of the 

road-side Pillar Box post box for use in the UK, adapting an idea that Trollope originally saw 

in his travels around Europe.  

	

	



250th Anniversary of the Endeavour 

Commemorative Stamps	

Mal	Nicholson	

	

Australia	Post	has	released	the	250th	Anniversary	of	the	Endeavour	Commemorative	Stamps.	

This	set	is	made	up	of	10x	55	cent	stamps	joined	vertically	in	pairs	and	partially	perforated	

down	the	middle	(each	pair	makes	up	the	$1.10	postage	rate).	The	First	Day	Cover	was	

postmarked	from	the	Botany	post	office.	A	limited	edition	PNC	and	medallion	cover	were	also	

issued.		

	

As	of	the	11th	of	May,	all	products	are	still	available	for	order	on	the	Australia	Post	Online	store,	

however	it	appears	that	the	coin	in	the	PNC		(Perth	Mint	$1)	is	only	available	uncirculated	in	the	

PNC,	so	it	might	be	a	bit	of	a	rare	item	once	coin	collectors	start	buying	the	PNC	just	for	the	coin.		

	

	

Items	Available	(all	still	available	online	as	of	11th	May)	

Stamps	only		 	 	 $5.50	

Gummed	Sheetlet	 	 $5.50	

Sheetlet	Pack	 	 	 $5.95	

Maxicards	 	 	 $9.25	

Booklet	 	 	 $5.50	

PNC	 	 	 	 $17.95	

Medallion	Cover	 	 $24.95	

Pictorial	Envelope	 	 $0.30	

First	Day	Cover	 	 $5.80	

	

	



Graeme Morriss’ Captain Cook Exhibition 
Due	to	the	cancellation	of	the	SSPS	One	Frame	exhibition,	one	of	the	entrants,	Graeme	Morriss	

has	uploaded	his	entry	online.	It	is	an	excellent	exhibit	and	well	worth	a	look,	entitled	‘Captain	

Cook	and	the	Discovery	of	New	Zealand’.	Use	the	link	below	or	copy	the	address	into	your	

browser.		

	

http://stampsmw.wixsite.com/nzstamps	

	

	

 

 
	



Rowland Hill and UK Post Office Reform 
	

The	extent	of	Sir	Rowland	Hill’s	legacy	on	the	

British	postal	system	is	often	overshadowed	

by	his	association	with	the	development	of	

the	Penny	Black,	however,	this	critically	

undermines	his	achievements.		

	

Before	the	1840	reforms	to	the	postal	system,	

the	UK	postal	services	was	notoriously	

expensive,	and	paid	for	by	the	receiver.	This	

system	was	also	abused	if	people	refused	to	

receive	mail	(because	they	could	not	afford	

it),	or	fraudulent	marks	were	put	on	

envelopes	to	indicate	it	was	sent	for	free	

using	privileges	only	afforded	to	members	of	parliament.	The	service	was	also	slow	and	failed	

often,	as	nearly	all	mail	was	directed	through	the	London	GPO,	no	matter	where	it	was	going.		

	

Hill’s	work	on	reforming	the	postal	service	began	in	the	mid	1830’s,	while	he	was	working	as	a	

post	office	official.	The	Penny	Black	itself	was	a	by-product	of	Hill’s	progressive	political	vision,	

where	Hill	asked	the	public	and	parliamentarians	to	imagine	a	world	where	mail	was	universal	

and	accessible.	In	particular	Hill	highlighted	the	benefits	to	the	poor	and	working	classes,	where	

instead	of	choosing	between	sending	an	expensive	letter	or	eating	a	meal,	they	could	do	both.	

Hill’s	solution	was	prepayment,	and	a	standard	and	affordable	postage	rate	based	on	weight,	

rather	than	distance	travelled.	While	this	seems	like	an	elementary	idea	today,	Hill	faced	

massive	bureaucratic	and	parliamentary	resistance	to	the	project,	ultimately	spending	at	least	

three	years	amassing	enough	support,	until	1839	a	prepayment	scheme	was	made	law.	

Universal	Penny	Postage	was	then	enacted	on	the	10th	of	January,	1840,	and	the	Penny	Black	

four	months	later.		Hill	was	also	instrumental	in	other	post	office	reforms	and	advocacy	after	

1840	until	his	retirement	in	

1864.		

	

	

	

	

	
First day of Universal Penny 
Postage 

No. 67 Receiving House 
(Clevedon, about 13 miles 
South West from Bristol) 



Submit to the Newsletter 
Keep	in	touch	with	the	society!	Share	your	collection!	Any	items	of	philatelic	interest?	

	

Whilst	we	are	all	social	distancing,	the	society	will	be	producing	a	newsletter	and	it	needs	

content!	Whether	it	is	a	one	line	idea	or	an	article	you	want	to	share,	the	newsletter	needs	it	all!	

	

Send	an	email	to	carl_v@bigpond.com	or	contact	any	member	of	the	SSPS	executive	with	your	

ideas,	content	or	images.		

	

Postal Trivia 
Franklin	D	Roosevelt	is	one	of	the	most	

prominent	US	presidents	that	was	also	a	

philatelist.	During	his	four	term	tenure	as	

president,	Roosevelt	took	particular	interest	in	

the	United	States	Postal	Service,	including	

personally	approving	over	200	stamp	designs,	

and	even	sketching	and	planning	some	stamp	

issues.	These	sketches	are	stored	at	the	

Smithsonian	Postal	Museum.		

	

To	help	FDR	along	with	the	philatelic	

community,	publisher	of	Linn’s	Stamp	Monthly,	

George	Linn,	made	posters,	labels	and	other	

stationery	to	ensure	that	a	stamp	collector	

finally	moved	into	the	White	House.			

	


