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Bathurst Lapidary & Collectors Club Inc  
 

NEWSLETTER 
Issue 228 – March – April 2021 

MEETINGS  ARE  HELD  ON  THE  FIRST  MONDAY  EACH  MONTH - 

EXCEPT  JANUARY AT  THE  CLUBHOUSE (OLD EGLINTON FIRE SHED),             

PARK STREET, EGLINTON.  

Meetings commence at 7.30pm. Enquires 63315404 or write P.O. Box 9156, Bathurst 2795  

                                 Editor amcrae@lisp.com.au                  www.philas.org.au/bathurst   

 

MARCH  -  APRIL 2021 - UPCOMING  PROGRAM 
 

1st March  Monday - Monthly Meeting - 7.30pm – Remember your ‘Latest Acquisition’. 
 

13th and 14th March Saturday and Sunday – Canberra Lapidary Club Rock Swap - Exhibition Park (EPIC) 
Acton Arena in Canberra – free entry - Fossickers and dealers selling minerals, crystals, 
jewellery, rough and cut gemstones, opals, fossils. Food Available. Sieve for sapphires and 
pan for gold.   

 

2nd to 5th April  GEMBOREE 2021 Australia’s National Gem, Mineral & Fossil Show, will be held at the  
Hobart Show Grounds, Glenorchy in Tasmania.  

 

10th and 11th April  Saturday and Sunday – two day 2021 Orange Coin & Stamp Expo, at the Orange High 

School Hall (subject to its availability), Woodward St, Orange from 9 to 4 on Saturday and 
9 to 3 Sunday. The car park entrance is next to Duntryleague Golf Club. For off street parking 
turn left opposite United Petrol Station in Woodward St. and just prior to traffic lights. There 
will be displays of stamps, coins and banknotes, Sydney & Canberra & local dealers will be 
in attendance and will offer a range of Australian & World stamps, covers, coins, banknotes 
and accessories. Dealers are available to give valuations & appraisals. Admission is $2; 
accompanied children free. For further information phone Howard on 0427 107 554 

 

12th April   Monday - Monthly Meeting - 7.30pm – Remember your ‘Latest Acquisition’. Note meeting 
a week later due to Easter.  

 

15th - 16th April  Thursday – Friday – Student School Holiday Lapidary Workshops - Workshop #03-21 –
Presented by the Bathurst Lapidary & Collectors Club Inc. Lapidary is the cutting and 
polishing of minerals, gemstones and rocks to be used for jewellery or display. Learn the 
skills of cutting and polishing minerals and rocks in a two day workshop, with the possibility 
to set polished stones - all materials and instructions provided. Venue: Old Fire Shed – Park 
Street, Eglinton (next to Tennis Courts), Minimum Age - 8 years old. Cost - $40.00 – 
includes Junior membership of the Club and to cover materials etc. Times - Starts 9.00 am – 
finish approx. 3.00 pm on each day. Bring your own lunch, with morning tea provided. 
Wear enclosed shoes (joggers). Numbers limited - 6 per workshop for safety reasons, so get 
your name down early! Pre-payment required for registration to be confirmed. CONTACT: 
Paul Martensz 63321017 or 0427 896 945 or email martensz.paul@gmail.com for 
Registration and Payment details. Book in NOW! See further information page 9.  

 

30th April-2nd May Friday to Sunday - 2021 Royal Bathurst Show – this is the 153rd show. The Bathurst 
Lapidary and Collectors Club sponsor the ‘Lapidary Section’. The Junior Section has been 
sub-divided into Primary and Secondary and revamped to expand possibilities compared to 
the 2019 Schedule. Members are urged to start entries early ready for the event. The lapidary 
judging day is Monday 20th April, so your pieces need to be in before this date. Schedules 

will be available at the Club Rooms - just ask.   
 

3rd May  Monday - Monthly Meeting - 7.30pm – Remember your ‘Latest Acquisition’. 
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29th and 30th May Saturday and Sunday - Canberra Lapidary Club Winter Gemcraft & Mineral 

Show - Exhibition Park (EPIC) Mallee Pavilion Entry. Open 10am to 5pm on Saturday and 
10am to 4pm Sunday. $7 Adults $12 Family $4 Concession, Children free to Age 16. Sales 
Gem, Mineral, Jewellery and Lapidary dealers - minerals, fossils, jewellery, rough and cut 
gemstones, lapidary equipment & supplies, opals, beads. Food available. Displays of 
members’ collections. Demonstrations of cabbing and faceting. Age of Fishes Museum 
Information & Fossil Exhibits.  

 

7th June   Monday - Monthly Meeting - 7.30pm – Remember your ‘Latest Acquisition’. 
 

5th July  Monday - Monthly Meeting - 7.30pm – Remember your ‘Latest Acquisition’. 
 

2nd August Monday - Monthly Meeting - 7.30pm – Remember your ‘Latest Acquisition’. 
 

6th September  Monday - Monthly Meeting - 7.30pm – Remember your ‘Latest Acquisition’. 
 

During Easter next year in 2022 New South Wales are conducting the 58th GEMBOREE 2022 National Gem & 
Mineral Show at the Australian Rural Education Centre, 267 Ulan Road, Bombira, N.S.W. It 
is being held at Easter from Friday 15th to Monday 18th April, 2022, at the Australian Rural 
Education Centre or Mudgee Small Farm Field Days site some 2.5 kilometres north of the 
Mudgee township, adjacent to the Mudgee Airport. Entry will be from the Ulan Road only. 
The GEMBOREE 2022 is staged by the Gem & Lapidary Council of N.S.W. Inc., under the 
auspices of the Australian Federation of Lapidary & Allied Crafts Association Inc. Our club is 
helping run the event and have already had a meeting on site last November in preparation for 
next year.   

 

REMINDER  Begin your work to put in the Royal Bathurst Show this year!  Schedules will be available at 
the Club Rooms - just ask.  It would be excellent to beat the previous number of entries.  

 

 ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo 
 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 

It’s hard to believe that we are into 2021 and February 
has already passed us by and autumn has arrived. Already 
we have had several functions including the official 
opening of our new extension.   
 

As many of you would know, after many attempts, the 
club was successful in getting a grant to extend our club 
rooms. This culminated on Wednesday morning of 20th 
January when Paul Toole, our local member and Monica 

Morse from Bathurst Regional Council, both Patrons, officially opened the extension. To 
make our money go further much of the internal work was done by our own members. 
While all of us helped where we could, I would like to thank Brian Boydell and Rob Porter 
in particular for their efforts. 
 

As part of the grant we have purchased three 
additional grinding machines and a super 
Dremel for skin polishing. Now that we have 
the extra space and machines we are hoping to 
open up the numbers attending each workshop 
but still within the COVID-19 restriction 
guidelines, though there has been some 
relaxation of the guiding principles recently. 
 

We have been able to fill our donated glass 
cases which has its own lighting in the top and 
the bottom and get the glass in the front of 
each display unit.  
 

The photos on the next page show more of the 
work done, along with the fresh coat of paint 
making everywhere look great. The lighting 
has also been improved which will make 
things easier to see in the allied lapidary 
classes.    
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Right - The very effective lead light window was very 
professionally made by Jan Manners and was installed by 
Brian and Robert, thanks everyone.   
 

I see in an old Bathurst City Council’s Public Relations 
Office that the Bathurst Lapidary Club met every Thursday, 
at 7pm, in their Clubrooms in Keppel Street (entrance via 
the lane to the rear of the Park Hotel.) It was listed by Mr. 
Gordon Bullock, Publicity and Tourist Officer, who built 
up quite a reputation with his personally typed letters to 
most of the enquiries.    

 
The BBQ held at Bunnings saw a good number of volunteers turn out to feed the passing hoards. The BBQ was set up 

outside the plant nursery section rather than the front door but everyone 
was kept busy especially around lunchtime. Our efforts proved 
worthwhile. The cooks kept the nice plump snags ready when needed. 
Special thanks to Colin Hogg for his organisational expertise as well as 
purchasing the necessary food and catering supplies.  
 

Left – Lapidary participants 
from U3A looking at 
cabochon examples at the 
club.  
 

Right - Mervyn Gray with 
some of our Lapidary 
Club’s reference books that 
he will show the group of 
U3A participants during the 
course. Thanks to those 
club members who helped 
out.   
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OFFICIAL  OPENING  OF  CLUB  EXTENSION - WEDNESDAY  20TH JANUARY  2021 
 

Many past members would not believe the change to our ‘new’ clubhouse and all the organisation that it has 
taken to get to the official opening that was performed by the Hon. Paul Toole, Dip Teach MP., Member of 
the Legislative Assembly, Member for Bathurst and the Minister for Regional Transport and Roads. He was 
assisted by Monica Morse, OAM, and our Bathurst Regional councillor. I think Paul Toole wasn’t quite 
expecting to see so much of a change.  
 

Left – Jeff West, Paul Toole, Monica Morse, Brian 
Boydell and Paul Martensz.  The Bathurst Lapidary 
and Collectors Club Inc. will now be able to conduct 
more adult and junior lapidary classes. The club will 
be able to further promote and teach the art of 
lapidary. Members will be able to learn how to facet, 
make gem trees, do enamelling, experiment with rock 
tumbling and extra aspects. Other allied lapidary 
crafts such as jewellery making, wire work and silver 
soldering will now be possible at most times.   

 

Right - Paul Martensz and Paul Toole out the front 
of the new extended Club Room with the new name 
on the front of the building.  
 

The new cement path leads up to the front security 
door. Members did the hard yakker of digging the 
trenches for the storm water pipes which wasn’t that 
easy in the superlative soil.  

 

Above – Ernst Holland and Ian Price being interviewed by 
Prime TVs reporter about the club and activities. Ernst has 
pointed out that the pink handbag is definitely not his, so it 
must be the interviewer from Prime.  
 

Prime Television later broadcast the interviews and the 
various activities by the junior members who happened to 
be on hand. The official opening was also featured during 
the news on Thursday evening 28th January which came 
over very well. Our Club appreciates the publicity which 
was aired throughout the Central West.   
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Long-time member and Life Member Ernst Holland 
with Paul Toole with some of the equipment used at 
the Club.  
 

 
Right – after the Official Opening it was time for a 
scrumptious morning tea. 
 

Thanks again to everybody involved in the club’s 
makeover, especially the efforts of Brian Boydell, Rob 
Porter, Neil Adams, Paul Martensz, Mervyn Gray, Sue 
Porter, Niveska Hogg and Colin Hogg. 
 

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo 
 

The Executive and members of the Bathurst Lapidary and Collectors Club Inc. would like to extend their sympathy at 
the passing of Larry Gray. Our condolences to Mervyn and Antje and we will miss Larry at Bunnings’ BBQs, 
Christmas Parties and at the Club.   

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo 
 

BLACK  ONION  BOTTLES  POPULAR  WITH  OLD  SAILORS 
 

Left – A black glass ‘onion’ blown globular wine bottle with its long 
neck and applied lip on top which was on HMS Victory when it sank 50 
miles south-east of Plymouth on 4th October, 1744, claiming 1,100 men, 
the whole crew in fact. I must point out that it wasn’t the HMS Victory 
with its 104-guns that was best known as Lord Nelson’s flagship at the 
Battle of Trafalgar on 21st October, 1805. 
 

This earlier HMS Victory was a smaller 100-gun first-rate ship of the 
line of the British Royal Navy that was launched on 23rd February, 
1737. The vessel was wrecked while returning to England as the flagship 
of Admiral Sir John Balchen who had relieved Sir Charles Hardy, who 
was blockaded in the Tagus estuary by the French Brest fleet. As it 
turned out Admiral Balchen’s fleet reached the English Channel on 3rd 
October, 1744, only to be scattered by a huge storm.  
 

Around 3:30am the next day the sailing ships accompanying HMS 
Victory lost sight of the ship near the Channel Islands. For over 260 
years she was believed to have been wrecked during the night on Black 
Rock just off the Casquets. The Admiralty soon dispatched frigates 
across the English Channel to search for the missing ship. The searching 
vessels were despatched to where HMS Victory was last seen wallowing 
on the horizon on 4th October.  
 

Some wreckage was found on Guernsey in the Channel Islands, the fact 
passed onto Captain Thomas Grenville of HMS Falkland who landed on 

Guernsey to provision his ship. Locals informed him that wreckage and parts of a topmast had been found on the 
Channel Island’s beaches. The wreckage did come from HMS Victory. In time other pieces of wreckage washed up on 
Jersey and Alderney. It was 2008 before the wreck was finally located.   
 

This type of bottle was first made around 1670 to overcome the problems of the first wine bottles which were small 
and thin glassed, thus making them very difficult to stow in ships. Glass in the early days was scarce so such bottles 
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were often refilled. The bottle was sealed with a cork which would be wired on. 
 

Known commonly as Dutch onion bottles, or glass onions, they became the shape of bottles used during the mid 17th 
and 18th centuries. The onion bottles were most commonly utilised to hold wine though they were used less for other 
types of spirits. It has a deep basil “kick-up” with pontil scar in its base and was under the ocean for about 270 years.  
 

Merchants would make sure that the full onions were laid on their side amongst straw in wooden crates so that the 
corks would be kept wet. The procedure prevented the air getting in and the wine going off. With the cork wet there 
was less risk of sediment in the bottle.  
 

Much of the glass from the 17th and 18th centuries was what is called in the hobby as ‘black glass’. Though it’s called 
black glass its colour can be from dark olive green, dark brown to black. The glass was made possible due to the hot 
coal furnaces which came about in the 17th century, thus allowing thick, black glass to be manufactured. Bottles could 
be blown glass which was made in a mould. The denser glass also meant more bottles survived being broken during 
sea voyages. The onions usually look quite crude and commonly exhibit stretch marks. It can have lots of bubbles in 
the glass. They were made in countries such as England, Sweden, Norway, Germany and particularly Holland.  
 

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo 
 

SPHALERITE  CRYSTALS  ON  POSTAGE  STAMP 
 

Numerous nations around the world have released postage stamps which 
feature either miners, gemstones, minerals, fossils or mining operations. One 
of the earlier issues were printed for the Hungarian Post Office. The 60 filler 
multi-coloured stamp to the left features some impressive crystals with their 
resinous lustre. The postage stamp was designed by Hungarian artist Pal 
Varga, who also produced the final artwork.   
 

The stamp featured here shows greenockite, calcite and sphalerite crystals. It 
is a zinc sulphide mineral which is found in many collections. As a mineral, 
sphalerite is sought after by collectors world-wide. They are quite abundant as 
sphalerite is the most significant zinc ore to be found in the earth’s crust.  
Greenockite is also a mineral, considered quite rare, and formed mostly of the 
element cadmium, a fine coating of which is on the calcite. It is virtually 
found all the time in company with sphalerite. The stamp was issued by 
Magyar Posta as one of a further set of seven to mark the Centenary of the 
Hungarian Geological Institute – each stamp featuring individual minerals and 
fossils from the Institute’s collection.  The first stamp in the set was issued by 

Hungary on 1st September, 1969, with the last distributed on 21st September. 
 

The stamps were printed in sheets by the photogravure process which is an intaglio printmaking process in which 
photographic images are printed using forms of mechanised etching plates. The earliest form of this process had been 
fostered in the 1830s. The diagram is etched onto the cylinder using a photographic process which screens the stamp’s 
image. The process has a broad diversity of tones and produces rows of cells which make up the image on the 
photogravure stamp plate.  
 

The series featured fossilised Zelkova leaves from 
Fuzerradvany, a fossilised fish Clupea hungarica from 
Rakos, quartz crystals from Gyongyosoroszi, an 
ammonite from Villany, a copper specimen from 
Rudabanya, a fossilised turtle, Placochelys placodonta, 
from Veszprem and cuprite crystals from Rudabanya.  
 

Right - Crystallised Sphalerite and golden doubly 
terminated Calcite with twin ‘Bishop Cap’ habit from 
the Cumberland Mine, Smith County in Tennessee, 
USA.    
 

Sphalerite’s name originated from a Greek word 
“sphaleros” which means deceiving, misleading or 
treacherous. The name stemmed from the difficulty in 
identifying the various sphalerite samples and its 
manifestations.  Some miner’s called it ‘Black Jack’, ‘Zinc Blende’, ‘Rosin Jack’, as well as other names.  Some 
places where it was mined had a noticeable smell of sulphur. Miners would usually locate the sphalerite in fractures, 
cavities or veins where zinc-bearing liquids had oozed up through carbonate rocks. It is found in igneous, 
metamorphic and sedimentary rocks where the sphalerite can boast some impressive crystal colloidal masses. 
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Mined here in Australia it is also found in numerous countries around the world.  Countries include the United States, 
Germany, Ireland, India, Czech Republic, Bolivia, Alaska, Mexico, Kazakhstan, Sweden, China, Canada and Peru. 
Many of these deposits of sphalerite are commonly accompanied with calcite, pyrrhotite chalcopyrite, galena, 
marcasite dolomite or pyrite. In some mines valuable rare trace elements have also been associated with the sphalerite 
and can include germanium, cadmium, gallium and indium.  
 

Right – A specimen comprising Chalcopyrite, Quartz and Sphalerite, 
Rhodope Mountains, Madan District, Bulgaria. The area have large zinc 
and lead deposits. Specimens are extracted by miners who work for the 
mining company. The mines here have been recognised since ancient 
times, however it was not till the Middle Ages that the underground 
allowed the black mineral to be fully exploited as it is today as well. It 
was not until late in the 19th century that sphalerite could be smelted 
successfully. These days the majority of the sphalerite that is mined is 
consumed for the manufacture of zinc and zinc salts by either the method 
of smelting or an electrolytic process. 
 

Crystals can be translucent to transparent, giving a streak which may be 
white to a yellowish brown. Whilst many of the highly lustrous, black 
crystals are the most common colours the crystals can range from brown, 
green, red, white, grey, yellow, to even colourless. Sphalerite crystals 
look a yellow-orangeish colour when held under either type of ultra 
violet light.    
 

With a hardness on Mohs Scale of Hardness of 3.5 to 4, sphalerite is 
rarely used in jewellery as it is considered not suitable though this does not stop some lapidarists from faceting 
sphalerite crystals. As sphalerite crystals are relatively widespread some nice mineral specimens are currently on the 
market. Sphalerite is mainly used for the extraction of zinc with this mineral and lead being amongst the most 
important minerals used in Western society. 
 

The Geological Institute of Hungary founding charter was signed by the Emperor Francis Joseph II, and is the oldest 
still operating scientific research institute which was founded in 1869, as the Hungarian Royal Geological Institute. It 
is located in Budapest in an impressive monument building with a turquoise and blue ceramic tile roof. Built in 1898 – 
99 it also features fossils as part of its exterior decoration.  Odon Lechner was the designer in 1896 with the building 
supervisor being Sandor Hauszmann. 
 

The Budapest Geological Museum is at home in the building boasting the largest geological collection in Hungary. It 
has 23 thematic collections with over 180,000 inventoried fossils, minerals, rocks and photos. The institute’s primary 
task today is affording impartial, authentic geological advice for legislation, to State administration and Municipal 
authorities. It continues to compile maps and geological models as well as the evaluation of mineral resources.  
 

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo 
 

ADVERTISING  POST  CARDS  POPULAR  WITH  MEDICINAL  CURES 
 

Advertising postcards for Dr. Sheldon’s New Discovery for Coughs and Colds were used from the late 1890s to 
around 1910. Newspapers were happy to take their advertising money with small advertisments placed in numerous 
local newspapers – “Dr. Sheldon’s New Discovery for Coughs and Colds, is a preparation that can be relied upon, to 
cure all lung troubles. It has proved a blessing in thousands of homes, and has been energetically endorsed by many of 
the most prominent citizens and professional men in Australia. Dr. Sheldon’s New Discovery is not a patent medicine 
or an ordinary cough mixture, but a scientific discovery that will make sore lungs well. Price 1/6 and 3/-. It is 
obtainable everywhere.” 
 

His product was sold in a clear pale blue tinted bottle with a long neck that was sealed with a cork. It has embossed 
text on three sides and includes the wording ‘Dr. Sheldon’s New Discovery’ and ‘Sydney N.S.W.’ There is also a 
monogram A.G.M. on the base embossed onto the glass as to whom made the bottle - Australian Glass Manufacturers. 
 

One advertisement dated 1905 states – “Dr Sheldon’s New Discovery for Coughs and Colds: Safeguard the children, 
take care of their little colds. It is only a little cold, you say; still it often means a lot of suffering for the little folk and 
worry for mother, so be wise and get the best that can be had. Dr Sheldon’s New Discovery is a wonderful remedy for 
all Coughs and colds, preventing influenza, Pneumonia, and Bronchitis. It is the safeguard of many a home and robs 
these troubles of all their terrors. See that your children keep bright, healthy and rosy with the help of Dr Sheldon’s 
New Discovery. It’s not ‘How Cheap’ but ‘How Good’ is the watchword of Dr Sheldon’s New Discovery. When you 
buy medicine you want something that is effective, something that will get to the root of the matter at once without 
any way upsetting the system. This is just exactly what Dr Sheldon’s New Discovery does! Remember, when you are 
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ill, it is quality that counts. Take a bottle of Dr Sheldon’s New Discovery home with you tonight. The price is 1/6 
and 3/-. For sale by Austin G. Skinner.” 
 

Left - A scenic postcard that was used for 
adverting by Dr. Sheldon’s new discovery for 
coughs and colds. It sold in three sizes one 
shilling and sixpence, three shillings and five 
shillings. In the foreground can be seen a line of 
horses used by the Mounted Cadet Camp at 
Heidelberg in Victoria. The advertising 
postcards were often given for free when one 
made a purchase of Dr. Sheldon’s products.  
 

In August 1908 another advertisement in the 
Melbourne Argus advertised – “The great 
epidemic of colds in the head and influenza, 
which has been raging not only in Melbourne 
but throughout all parts of Australia during the 
last couple of months, has, at any rate, proved 

one great fact to the satisfaction of thousands of sufferers from these troubles, and that is that the only really 
successful treatment to be used in combating these distressing complaints is DR. SHELDON'S NEW DISCOVERY. 
All the common mixtures, and cheap lozenges have been loudly advertised as a remedy for influenza, but little 
evidence at any' time has been forthcoming that they have proved to be any factor in the cure of this distressing 
complaint.  
 

It is, therefore, with pride that the Manufacturers of DR. SHELDON'S NEW DISCOVERY are able to point to the 
fact that during the past few months they have received 2,312 unsolicited testimonials from people in all parts of 
Australia, telling the story of how they have been cured by the use of DR. SHELDON'S NEW DISCOVERY. The 
sending of this large number of testimonials, unsolicited, regarding this one remedy is, we feel confident, a record, and 
offers indisputable proof of the fact that this New Discovery stands pre-eminently the greatest remedy of the 20th 
Century for all diseases of the throat, chest and lungs. All these testimonials are now on exhibition at our office, 15 
O'CONNELL-STREET, SYDNEY, and a number have been put in book form, and will shortly be posted broadcast 
throughout the Commonwealth.” 
 

Right - The reverse of this postcard has 
been written on and posted around 1895. 
It was posted to Mr. J.H.J. Vaughan of 
Condah in south west Victoria and has a 
cancelled red one penny Victorian 
postage stamp. The wording on the 
reverse has the details of a Branxholme 
Rifle Match picnic and distribution of 
prizes on 23rd December from 400 and 
500 yards.  
 

Prizes available were 1st 21 shillings, 
second prize 7 shillings and sixpence 
with third prize  two shilling and sixpence 
and a special prize to ten shillings and 
sixpence to those blokes who have not won a first prize, to be present if possible when shooting commences at 1 
o’clock. Picnic after the match when prizes will be given. The weather was fine but unfavourable for shooting, the 
light being variable and occasionally deceptive, with a fish tail wind blowing. 
 

Matches at this time would see most of the shooters be in the part-time militaria so that when results were published in 
newspapers one would see most with military connotations such as trooper, private cadet, corporal, sergeant, sergeant-
major, lieutenant or captain, and even police shot with constable mentioned. If they were stopping for lunch, as 
usually happened, a dinner gun was fired. 
 

Throughout World War One Dr. Sheldon’s syrup was pushed as an ideal cough mixture to send to the Australian 
troops in the cold, wet trenches. Comfort parcels would arrive with Dr. Sheldon’s New Discovery mixture for Coughs, 
Colds and Consumption. By 1919 the mixture was advertised as, “Dr. Sheldon’s New Discovery – The Mother’s 
Helper.”   
 

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo 
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STOP PRESS  
 
Here are some dates that were decided at the last meeting. . 
 
1. Heritage Trades Trail - Saturday 10th and Sunday 11th April 2021 at the Showground. The club will be having 
a demonstration table at the showground. We plan to demonstrate polishing using grits on a glass sheet. Also 
examples of wire wrapping and the sorts of work done at the club - eg cabochons etc. 
 
2. School Holiday workshop #3-21 - April 15th and 16th at the Club Rooms. Has extra details -  
 

    

SCHOOL HOLIDAY LAPIDARY WORKSHOPS - presented by: Bathurst Lapidary & Collectors 

Club Inc. 
    

LAPIDARY: cutting and polishing minerals, gemstones and rock to be used for jewellery or display. 
    

Learn the skills of cutting and polishing minerals and rocks in a 2-Day workshop; with the possibility to set 
polished stones - all materials and instruction provided. 
    

Venue: Old Fire Shed – Park Street, Eglinton (next to Tennis Courts) 
    

Dates:  Workshop #3-21: Thursday, 15th  and Friday, 16th  April, 2021 
               

Minimum Age: 8 years old - (As this Workshop is not a child-minding service, we encourage an adult to attend with 
any student between the ages of 8-9 years to assist with supervision. Should there be a problem regarding unsafe 
behaviour of a child of any age, parents will be contacted to come and take the student home.) 
     

Cost: $40.00 – includes Junior membership of the Club ($5) and $35 to cover most materials etc. 
     

Times:  Start 9.00 am – Finish approx. 3.00 pm on each day. 
               

REMEMBER: Bring your own Lunch; Morning tea provided; Wear enclosed shoes (joggers); Water                         
or drinks. There is bottled water and soft drinks available at minimal cost. 
      

Numbers limited (6 per Workshop) for safety reasons, so get your name down early! 
      

Pre-payment required for registration to be confirmed.  
      

To make payment: EITHER: Internet Banking – BSB:650-000 account Number: 534231401 
Account Name: Bathurst Lapidary & Collectors Club Inc. 
    

OR: Deposit Cash at Newcastle Permanent Building Society – William Street, Bathurst 
(Please email or MESSAGE Paul Martensz when payment has been made by Cash) 
             

CONTACT:  Paul Martensz 6332 1017 or 0427 896 945 or Email martensz.paul@gmail.com for further 
information. 
       

Register by 4th April, 2021 
     

 

3. Royal Bathurst Show - April 30th to 2nd May, Club Members are encouraged to submit entries (Some details in 
a general email to be sent out shortly.) 
 

4. Canberra Rock Swap Meet - 13th & 14th March at the Canberra Showground. Free entry. Canberra Lapidary 
Club 
 

5. Family Fun Day –Tuesday 18th May - more details to follow closer to the time - the club is to have a table at this 
event. 
 

Also please keep an eye on our Facebook page as information is put up periodically and would be up to date. 
 

The clubrooms are now open at the usual times on Wednesdays and 2nd and 4th Sundays in the month for all who are 
wishing to attend. With the new machines and increased space you are all welcome to come in to see the "new" club 
and to begin working on projects that have been on pause for the 2020 year! 
 

With the Bathurst Show coming up at the end of April it's time to think about getting your entries ready. 
 

The Show Website: Royal Bathurst Show will have the Schedule for Pavilion Arts - available soon (where the 
Lapidary & Allied Crafts is included) and also Entry Forms. Download a Form to get your entries registered. 
 

The times for Entry Form submission and the delivery of entries to the Pavilion will be in the schedule. Please 
consider entering the show in this Category. Not only is this good to show off your efforts but also is a good 
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advertisement for the club. 
 

Please don't hesitate to ask if you are not sure about what to do to enter the show. 
 

Paul Martensz  
 

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo 
 

ONE  OF  OUR  NATION’S  EMINENT  STAMP  ENGRAVER  AND  DESIGNER. 
 

Frank Davies Manley was an Englishman born in 1894 who became one of our nation’s most eminent stamp engraver 
and designer. Even from his early school days teachers saw his artistic ability. So sure that he would be an asset to a 
business they saw to it that he was accepted by De La Rue and Company, postage stamp and banknote printers, at the 
tender age of fifteen. He became an apprentice for seven years to become an accomplished engraver.  
 

During his time there he received further education attending London’s Central School of Art and Crafts and the Bolt 
Court School of Engraving and Lithography. Due to the First World War his education was cut short though he was 
able to complete it after the Great War.  

 

After working in the printing and publishing industry for around 
ten years his greatest prospect arose in 1928. He was approached 
to commence engraving for the Commonwealth Bank Note 
Printing Branch in Melbourne, Victoria. The following year his 
first stamp was issued that he had engraved for the Centenary of 
Western Australia.  
 

By now Frank had proved his ability and it was requested that he 
should design a series of postage stamps. During 1931 he designed 
and engraved the set of Kingsford Smith’s Flights stamps (one is 
seen – left.) Though there were some teething problems Frank 
made some minor adjustments and the set of stamps were printed 
and ready for sale on Post Offices.  

 

Frank then went on to take over the designing of Australia’s postage stamps, his designs 
prominent throughout the 1930s and 1940s. The name F.D. Manley became a very well-
known name amongst stamp collectors, Post Office staff and their families. By this time 
up and coming engravers slowly took over the job as Frank got older.   

 

Frank often had to design and engrave stamps from a 
design competition run by the Postmaster General’s 
Post Office. In one such competition which Frank was 
asked to submit an entry, just after World War Two, 
resulted in the 1948 Hereford Bull stamp. Some 200 
entries were submitted of which only eight were 
considered worthy. Finally the entries were whittled 
down to two, one of which was Frank’s entry. The result can be seen above.    
 

Left – one of the stamps in Frank’s popular and well-known Queen Elizabeth 
definitive set of 1950. Some years later it turned out that the design was originally 
going to be used for King George VI’s Royal Visit during 1949. The design was 
changed by Frank to feature the portrait of Queen Elizabeth instead to produce 

another iconic Australian stamp series. Frank Manly passed away in 1976. 
ooooooooooooooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooooooooooooooo 

 

DID  YOU  KNOW? 
 

“In December 1869 there were reports that diamond hunting was being prosecuted with profitable results at Mudgee, 
and some samples have been forwarded to us, said to have been got in a gravel pit at Dubbo. In an encouraging report 
during the same month that a new machine had been imported, by Mr. Atkinson, and had been set to work at Dargue’s 
Reef at Major’s Creek. There was another on the property of Mr. Munroe, which was to be ready in about a fortnight. 
Mr. Plumb is about to erect one at Jembaicumbene, and Mr. Francis, of Warrombucca, is about to put up one in 
conjunction with his saw mills.” 
 

The Gold Escort had transmitted to Sydney in the last eleven months of 1868 some 116,052 ounces of gold and 
delivered it to the Royal Australian Mint in Sydney. The gold was minted into gold sovereigns and half sovereigns.  
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